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Restoration

A COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITY



Wyffels’ Park Stream & Wetland Restoration

 Provides opportunity to enhance water quality pp y q y
through the application of natural processes

 Provides opportunity to establish natural 
habitat in an urban environment

 Provides opportunity to enhance recreational 
f th  W ff l ’ P k use of the Wyffels’ Park area

 Provides opportunity for enhanced 
educational experiences and student educational experiences and student 
development
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 Why Should We Build Wetlands?

Wyffels’ Park provides a landscape-scale opportunity 
for ecosystem restoration.y

 It is possible to build wetlands that look and function 
like natural wetlands.  Wyffel’s Park is a wetland that 
can be naturalizedcan be naturalized.

By restoring Mill Creek to a natural configuration, 
Wyffels’ Park will likely be an ephemeral wetland, Wyffels  Park will likely be an ephemeral wetland, 
meaning water will be present part of the year, 
generally in the winter and spring.
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 Restoring Wyffels’ Park to a Forested Wetland will g y
return the area to its most probable natural state and 
will provide the greatest environmental benefit from a 

t lit  d h bit t tiwater quality and habitat perspective.
 Plant and tree selection will be based upon natural 

species   Many local nurseries are growing plant and species.  Many local nurseries are growing plant and 
tree species specifically for wetland restoration.
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 What did the Wyffels’ Park area and Mill Creek look like y
before it was altered?

 Interestingly, we really do not know.  We’ve  attempted to 
determine when the Mill Creek channel was ditched and have not 
been able to figure it out.  We have an aerial photo from 1937 and g p
it appears that the “gully” had been altered for some time.
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Figure 56. This pond with a fringe of marsh in Portland, OR, is a restored wetland and 
is an example of the type of freshwater project wetland most common in this country.p yp p j y

(Photograph courtesy of the EPA Wetland Research Program.)
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Figure 53. The relative position of a basin substrate, the water table and 
differences in vegetation resulting from the degree of basin slopedifferences in vegetation resulting from the degree of basin slope.
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Access to Wyffels’ Park from 
Lincoln StreetLincoln Street

Mill Creek looking South Mill Creek looking South 
towards Lincoln Street
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Looking westerly towards where new 
playground will be placed.

Mill C k   Li l  St tMill Creek area near Lincoln Street
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Looking westerly towards where new 
playground will be placed.

Looking north – creek area on the g
right.
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