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WANT MORE
PLANTS?

TURX THE

These versotile perenniols serve plenty
os they roll out their cor

spnn -blo [nrr ]

g oundcovers
of procticol purposes

pets of color in the gorden

e ven liny
flowers

con moke

o big impression

when they oppeor in

profusioo os they do
with spring-blooming
groundcovers. But

the plonts in this lorge
cotegory qre olso
workhorses. Phlox,

sweet woodrulf, ond
bugleweed ore some

of the best known.

"They're beoutiful
problem solvers."

soys Sondro Gerdet
BH&G' Test Gorden
monoger. As Yrith

olher groundcovers,
they hold soll in ploce,

crowd out weedt
ond ftll in bore spots.

And when they bloom,
butterflies ond other
pollinotors toke notice.

PL XT PIC(S
I 'Vlolet Plnwheels'
Phlox Ered for o more

lntense flower colot
2 'Beqcon Sllver'
Deqd Neftl€ Folioge

ond flowers llght up the

shode. 5 'Shounq Ann'
verbenq Blooms from
lote spring through
summer. 4 'Sugor ond
Splce' Foomflower
Llghtly frogront.
5 'North Hllls' Phlox
Petite flowers rebloom in

foll in mony oreos.

6 Berg€nlo Orogonfly
'Angel KlsJ Flowers go
from white to pink ond
ore deer-resistont.

gtroundcover
4tl
Whot lo know
before you plont.

lilo BHsc Aprit 2022
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KIT IT
our

for smoller ilems,
such os glovet
hond fools, ond
seed pockets
(choose o lidded
one for lhe pockets
for extro protection
from moisture).

rt?rE1:r
Soll collects ln
the pottlng
bench crcvice3.
lrtnnEll:l:l
A troy on the work
surfocq be/ou
keeps loose soil
contoined os you
pot plonts ond is

eosier to wipe or
hose off thon lhe
entire bench. A
copper one con
hondle wqfer for
exlended periods.
Essex Plont Stond
froys, $70 tor 3;
gordeners.com

A few well-ploced
hookt bins, ond
troys con help
with common
gorden clutter.

rtr:rrrTa
Lorger tools hova
no ploce to go
rt rrrElll
As with the hellis.
odding hooks to the
side of the bench
increoses its storoge
copobllifies. A
hve-hook iron piecg
r.rgh, stonds up lo the
weolher ond is blg
enough for shovels
ond pruners. Cqsl lron
s-Hook Rac& $25;
contoinerstore.com

Bulky bog. of
soll look unslghtly
ln th€ yord.
frrlrftrlt
Keep soil out ol sight
but close ot hond
with o lidded bin,
opposlie, on the
bottom shelf.
Golvonized Steel
Locking Lid Sloroge
Cqn (lO got), $25;
homedepotcom

The ouldoo.
equivolenl of q
Junk drqwer ls o
,umble ot secd
pockets, lwlne,
ond gloves.
rrrrlrlr;E
Lining the drower
with cleor conloiners,
,ght defnes sections

I

)

0 all-stan tools BH&c'Tesr Gorden monoger sondro Gerdes sweors by rhese rhree
tools: I FrSx tS powEncE R gUptR pRUXfR/LopDER "When bronches ore too thick for pruning
sheors but not big enough lor o hondsow, reoch for lhese_, $28; ftskors.com 2 w[.cox lo2s r2"
DiOolNG lRowEt "lts long btode lets you dig deep, ond the pointed tip breoks through hord soil." $18,
wilcorollpro.com t DR XX oNE ToucH RtyoLuTtOX spt^y cux "This nozzte is so eosy to use; you
just flip on or off with your thumb. lt,s melol so it won,t crock if itt dropped." From g1A; omozon.com t
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WRITTEN AND PRODUCED BY EEIH ESLINGER PHOTOS MANTY BAIDWIN Ap 2022)BHsc iij

[il E 7

rt
I

\ I

ir

r.l

fi

I 0

a'
I

)

T !
r

t\\ L, n
l-l _s

lffi-

5

L.
L.

---

tt
L

.(r: YI

-!

,t

r
L

i
\

l-/

.ta'

tl
_t

I]

'vr
\\

IfI

a\

I

S*:al=.- I1

.1
I



E *fi
I

Itlt

a

I a

Ih J
\

! r\!r
I

II I I
-

l

I

n
i .aa.

o

9-;'a

+{

I ae

?

. coxDlTtoxs
Sunny spots suit mosl
groundcovers, but
they odopl well to
shode, portlculorly
doppled light.

. WI{EN IO PL NT
Spring ond eorly
summer ore the ideol
times to plont
groundcovers. Their
rools ore shollow
so it's eosy to moke
room for lhem.
Firm the soil oround
lhem ofter plonting
ond woter once
o week while they
ore becoming
estoblished. lt's frne
to stort with smoll
plonfs, os ground-
covers grow quickly.

. WHENC TO PL NT
Gerdes recommends
plonting under treet
ol the edges of
flowerbeds, ond
oround the skirts of
lorger perenniols.

Spring-blooming
groundcovers

olso work well with
sprlng-flowering
bulbs. Phlox looks
spectoculor plonted
ot the top of o stone
wqll, where il con
coscode grocefullY.
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I Groundcovers moke noturol odditions lo rock gordens. Bosket-ol_gold like5 ofternoon shode

where summers ore hol ond con toke tull sun in cool cllmoles. 2 The snow-whlle flowers of
evergreen, drought-toleront condytult bloom Ior up lo l0 weeks. 5 Eugleweed covers quickly

wllh leoves thol con be dork purPle, golden, or vorlegoled 4 CreePlng lhyme spreods belween

stepping-stohes ohd will bloom lor severol weeks.

Along o pothwoy or
in o rock gorden,
creeping thyme "just

needs o nook ond o

blooms fode. Other
groundcovers don't
need to be trimmed.
Fertilizing isn't
necessory.

r PROP GATIOX
Divide plonts in

spring just ofter they
bloom, moving

cronny with o
little bil of soil,

ond it's os
hoppy os con

be,' she soys

OsraxoouT scENT The leoves of 'lngwersen5
Voriety'geronium ore espectolly frogront ond

lurn bronze rn foll The plont thrtves in shode or sun

IBO nfiec ap,it zozz

(with o ittle extro wolerrng)

ltonte/yu,,rt*y \
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. x IXTEX NCE
Cut off the spent
flower heods of
bugleweed, bergenio,
ond foomflower.
To keep condytuft
ond bosket-of-goid
full ond bushy, cul
them bock by up to
one-holf olter

divisions to onother
spot. Phlox ond deod
neltle con olso be
propogoted from stem

cultings. Root lhem
directly in the gorden
or in smoll pots.

. SOURCES
bl u e stone p ere n ni o I s.co m,

u/ifsendgordens.com a
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